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Day camp at Crestmont Boys and Girls Club keeping young minds active:
www.heraldtimesonline.com
Waivers make sure camp is available to all regardless of family income
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By the end of fifth grade, children of low-income households on average are nearly three years behind their more affluent peers, primarily due to
summer learning loss, according to a 2007 study published by the American Sociological Review. 

The Crestmont Boys and Girls Club is attempting to close that achievement gap locally by offering free summer camp to low-income children.

This is the first year the club, part of the Boys and Girls Club of Bloomington, has offered a discounted $5 fee for families receiving assistance from the
Bloomington Housing Authority, and free waivers for those who are not able to pay it, Crestmont club unit director Shawna Meyer-Niederman said. 

The cost per child for the all-day day camp is on average $560 per session, but through community support and donations, the Crestmont club is able
to accommodate dozens of children on a daily basis. 

“The mission of the Boys and Girls Club is to enable all children, especially those who need us most, to become productive and responsible adults,”
Meyer-Niederman said. “These kids are trying really hard to find their identities and find how to be successful, and we recognize them for all the
positive things that they do.” 

The club offers a variety of classes on topics such as Spanish and photography. It also offers a teen room, where members older than 12 can learn
and engage in technology, such as educational computer and video games. 

“At the Crestmont Boys and Girls Club, we are giving them life skills,” she said. “The things they are doing here are making them positive people in our
society, and it’s our goal to make sure they get recognized for the positive things that they do.” 

Kait Baffoe, who has been a part of the full-time staff for two months, said she enjoys seeing the progress in children during their time in the program. 

“I love working with kids who don’t have the most, but have a positive attitude,” said Baffoe. “I love the kids and they are so much fun to be around.” 

Baffoe said that the location of the club, in the Crestmont neighborhood, gives the staff an opportunity to work with kids from all walks of life who are
willing to learn values that they can apply in all facets of their lives. 

“It is really exciting to see the growth in membership,” she said. “They are great kids.”

Noah Cavazos, 9, said the Boys and Girls Club encourages him to set an example for his friends so they will be motivated to join the club with him. 

“We’re trying to be good examples and be kind to others,” he said. “If more people see us doing the right thing, (then) they will want to do the right
thing.”
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Camper Jazmyn Hoene and Shawna Meyer-Niederman, unit director of the Crestmont Boys and Girls Club, color paper Monday that will
become an origami fortune teller.
Ashley Griffin | Herald-Times
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