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Giffords, Kelly inspire RIT crowd

Retired Navy Capt. and U.S. astronaut Mark Kelly always thought his job ? which included 39 carrier-based
combat missions in Operation Desert Storm ? was more dangerous than his wife's.

His perspective changed after his wife, former U.S. Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, was shot in the head during a
speaking engagement in Tuscon.

"I thought I had the risky job, " said Kelly, who had served more than 50 days in space as an astronaut. "As it
would turn out, Gabby would nearly lose her life serving our country."

The couple shared stories of resilience and inspiring words to hundreds Saturday at the Rochester Institute of
Technology's Horton Distinguished Speakers series.

The event was part of the Brick City Homecoming and Family Weekend celebration.

Giffords served as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, representing Arizona's 8th congressional
district, from 2007 until her resignation in 2012.

Kelly detailed how his wife's life-threatening ordeal on Jan. 8, 2011, affected his family and taught him the
importance of patience.

"Gabby's life has changed forever. Things she used to find so easy, aren't so easy anymore," he said. "But she
works incredibly hard every single day to get back every bit of what she's lost."

Kelly expressed admiration for his wife's will to recover, noting her relentless dedication to serving.

"The power of the human spirit is an incredible thing," he said. "It's amazing to watch a person fight so hard
to survive and fight so hard to come back."

Gifford made a brief appearance at the end of the engagement. She encouraged the audience to be courageous
and passionate.

"It's been a long, hard road, but I am getting better," she said. "My spirit is strong as ever. I am still fighting
to make the world a better place."

Senior Lauren Brockbank, director of programming for student government, said the event was an ideal
platform for the diverse audience to receive such an inspiring message.

"This was truly an unforgettable event," she said. "I think the message of overcoming adversity is something
that is timeless and something that is relevant to everyone. I think that I have a new hero."
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