
Publication: Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
Publication date: 12/06/2013
Page:
Edition:
Section: Local News
Copyright:
Byline: Donyelle Davis and David Andreatta
Day:

Impact of Mandela's death felt everywhere,
including Rochester
Byline: Donyelle Davis and David Andreatta
With the enormous impact that Nelson Mandela made on the world, news of his death Thursday touched
many - from the coasts of Africa to the heart of Rochester.

World-renowned dance artist Garth Fagan can still recall the energy he felt from the former South African
president when he met him in 1991.

An emotional Fagan dedicated his show at Nazareth College Arts Center on Thursday night to Mandela.

"It's undoubtedly a huge tragedy," Fagan said.

Fagan, founder of the well-known Garth Fagan Dance company, created Madiba, a work based on the life of
the anti-apartheid leader.

Even though it's been decades since Fagan met Mandela during a performance in Jamaica, he is still inspired
by the experience: "I will never forget the hug I got from him. The electricity ran through my body because I
respected and appreciated and loved the man so much."

Fagan said he most admired Nelson's resilience and determination to make the world and the people around
him better, despite the hardships he endured during his imprisonment.

Mandela spent 27 years in prison for opposing apartheid, or racial segregation, in South Africa during the
1950s. He was elected president in 1994 during the country's first free elections.

"The world needs more people like him ... He taught the world to overcome the negative things and become
positive," Fagan said. "He went for the positive to heal his country and heal the world."

Mandela's death hit home for Tarryn Larson Rozen, 38, of Pittsford, who recalled hearing little of Mandela
during her childhood attending an all-white school in a suburb of Durban, on South Africa's east coast.

"He was hidden from our history as white children in white schools at that time," Larson Rozen said.

It was only upon Mandela's release from prison in 1990, she said, that white people of her generation came to
comprehend his legacy and to reflect on the injustices of their country's decades of racial division. Four years
later, she would vote for Mandela for president.
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"Even as a young, white woman at that time, there was no doubt that he should be our president because it
was felt across the country, across all races, that he was the only person, the only human being that could
prevent our country from going into civil war," Larson Rozen said.

Larson Rozen is slated to fly with her children to South Africa on Saturday. The last time she visited the
country was during the euphoria of the World Cup in 2010.

"There will be great sadness in the country," she said. "Knowing that such a phenomenal person is no longer
with us is something that touches me and every South African."
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